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21-22 February 2013 Istanbul, Turkey 

 

The senior officials from D-8 countries gathered at Grand Cevahir Hotel in İstanbul on 21-22 

February 2013.   The First D-8 Water Cooperation Meeting was  held with the theme of 

“Water Cooperation” . The meeting, chaired by Mr. Akif ÖZKALDI General Director of DSI was 

attended by the following representatives from  Turkey, Nigeria, Egypt and Iran as well as an 

observer from Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. The list of participants is attached as 

Annex 1. The organization of meeting was carried out by D-8 Secreteriat and SUEN (Turkish 

Water Institute)  in collaboration with DSI (General Directorate of State Hydraulic Works) , 

MGM (General Directorate of Meteorology) and SYGM (General Directorate of Water 

Management). Logistic support of the foreign participants was provided by SUEN.  Apart 

from DSI, MGM and SYGM held their own meetings in parallel sessions.  

During the technical session of DSI, Mr. Akif Özkaldı welcomed all participants in his opening 

speech and delivered a presentation related to DSI activities by focusing on agriculture, 

energy, services and environmental issues of water sector. 

Turkish, Eygptian, Nigerian and Iranian delegations introduced themselves and their 

institutions. After the submission of the draft agenda, the participants expressed their 

opinions about the following draft main topics. 

Draft Main Topics 

1- Irrigation    

a. Advanced and Innovative Irrigation and Drainage  

b. Water User Organizations 

c. Ground Water Supply Activities   

 

2- Water and Energy 

a. Hydroelectric Energy and Private Sector Investments 

b. Advanced Construction Technologies in Water Structures 

 

3- Flood and Environment 

a. The Effect of Climate Change on Water Basins and Adaptation 

b. Environment and Flood Control Activities 

 

4- Domestic Water Supply and Treatment 

a. Domestic Water Supply and Treatment Activities 



 

5- Waste Water and Disposal 

a. Advanced Treatment Technologies in Waste Water and Disposal 

 

6- Policy and Institutions on Water Sector 

 All delegations highlighted the importance of determining tangible cooperation areas for 

productive ends. Discussions continued on the main topics in well manner; each delegation 

pointed out the challenges, developments and good practices in their countries on water 

sector. In addition to this, they emphasized the significance of collaboration among D-8 

countries in handling the challenges of water related issues. 

The following items are proposed as common cooperation areas and agreed with common 

consensus. 

Proposed Cooperation Areas 

1. Reuse of wastewater  

Each country will study for their own standarts for different purposes of water use 

(industrial, agricultural and domestic) and these standarts will be evaluated by the 

expert group for development of a common standart acceptable for D-8 countries. 

Wastewater treatment technologies will be evaluated with the concept of this item. 

Experienced countries on this subject will share their knowledge with other D-8 

countries. Focal points for this issue are   

Dr. Saeed Nairizi from Iran, Mr. Erta Taşkınsoy from Turkey and  Prof. Dr. Shaden 

Abdel Gawad from Egypt. Other countries are expected to determine their focal 

points before next meeting. 

 

2. Modern irrigation and drainage technologies 

Mapping of irrigation areas is determined as one of the interest subject. The main 

aim of this item is to minimize water use for agriculture by modern irrigation and 

drainage technologies  . The other aim is to control the water used for irrigation by 

measurement technologies. Another objective is experience sharing between D-8 

countries for surface and groundwater water use for irrigation. Monitoring water 

quality and  taking necessary precautions towards this issues will be considered 

during the studies.  

For the purpose of irrigation the use of surface water will be the primary method, 

groundwater resources will be evaluated as a second option .In case of ground water 

usage, the modern irrigation techniques will have to be adopted. The expert group 

will focus on these issues mentioned in this item.  

Focal points for this topics are Mr. Hussein Dehghanisanij from Iran, Mr. Ali Kılıç , Mr. 

Yılmaz Akman, Dr Hüseyin Gündoğdu from Turkey, Mr………..from Egypt. Other 

countries are expected to determine their focal points. 



3. Training, education and enhancing awareness on water use 

Training of trainers for D-8 countries, capacity development among young professionals and 

creating information platform to exchange knowledge are the main interest areas. Each 

country will share their training programs with the other D-8 countries. SUEN and DSI have 

considerable experiences on these subject. Focal point of this item will be SUEN and DSI. 

4. Water and Energy 

Energy for crop production, operation, water supply, virtual water, virtual energy, waste 

water treatment and costs are the main study subjects. Integrated projects with pumping 

facilities to provide necessary peak energy demand will be evaluated with the context of this 

item.  

5. Management strategies for effective water use 

6. Impact of global climate change on water resources 

7. Desalinization 

8. Rain Water Management 

9. Water Governance  

Chair person asked the delegations how to develop cooperation amongst D-8 countries in 

the future. As a result of the discussions, the items given below were proposed as the  

cooperation methods. 

Cooperation Methods 

1. Evaluating the results of this meeting during First WIF in Mardin, Turkey  

2. Establishment of a platform for water cooperation by SUEN and D-8   Secreteriat  

3. Creating a web site for D-8 Water  

5. Collaboration, communication cooperation among D-8 countries (experience, project, 

expertise sharing) 

6. Designating D-8 water contact/focal points, creating an e-mail group 

7. Initiate trainings, workshops, seminars, conferences among D-8 countries about proposed 

cooperation areas 

8. Short- term technical study visits on-site to observe the best practices. 

9. The exchange of scientific literature, information and methodologies. 



10. Next meeting will be carried out in Mardin as parallel meeting/special session as side 

event during First WIF . D-8 countries will prepare detailed country reports for this meeting. 

11.D-8 Countries will promote the inclusion of the private sector for the investments of 

water infrastructure 

12. Creating sub-working groups for studies about mentioned topics. 

 

All delegations expressed their desire to enhance collaboration for water under the umbrella 

of D-8 organization. 

The chairperson of the meeting appreciated the contributions made by participants and 

wished them a pleasant stay in Istanbul and safe journey back home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


